
GIFTS 




A FOLKTALE FROM MADHYAPRADESH 



\e* 

rv,^' 

* 

U 7 




















BHOLB WAS A LO VABLE OLp MAN BUT HE WA$ 
LAZV. HIS WPE WA$ SHORT- TEMPERER, BUT 
$HE WAS GOOP AT HEART ANP f UNLIHE HER 
HU5BANP , HARp-WORKiNG. 


M 


MVSrERV OF THE 
MISSING GIFTS 




•*AND 5EE TMAT THE 
5PARROWS OON’T GET 
V AT (TP 


POOR 

NIMMO. SHE 
WORKS SO 
HARD* „ 


r YOU C AN 
TRUST ME. 
NJMMO. f'LL 
KEEP A CLOSE 
V WATCH. 





















































—ANPElY ^ 
OUT. SOME OF 
THEM MiGlIT 
PICK UP A 
GRAIN OR TWa 
L. 50 WHAT ? . 


J AND FOR V 
NomrNe. now l 
WHAT JS THE 
MEED TO WATCH 
THE SPARROWS? 
THEY FLY 


EH? 1 
WHO? 
WHAT?, 






















































tøYSTl H r C F THE M! * 1 N p GTV 



BHOtA! 


WHAT’5 THE 
USE OF THAT r* 
YOU’LL NEVER 
LEARN, 


m 

SORRY, 

NJMMØ. 


DONT 

CRY, NJMMO 
PI EASE 
. DONT. 


CLL 

GET YOU 
PLEINTY OF 
RlCE, 


YOUTL GET MB 
RICE! PONT MAKE 
. ME LAUGH, , 


TOMORROW, 
f’LL CATCH 
ALL THE SPARRO W5 
ANP SEl.L THF M 
IN THE 

Y BAZAAR"" S 


my HUSSANP 
TAL KINO OF 
WORK! y 


■“AND WITH 
T HAT M ONE. Y, 
(’LL BUY YOU 
ALL THE RICÉ 
JN THE WQRLP. 


3 



































































amar thifra kat ha 



***/Æ 5PREAP THE 
8tRP-Lm£ OVER. IT 


THE FOLLOWtNO MORNiNG BHOLA 
&OUGHT SOME ØiRP-LlME. WHEN 
NfMMO HAP SPREAP OUT THE 
RiCE‘-' rz -*- - 4 „ ■Jå^'Vs 


LA TER IN THE AFTERNOON 


HE HAS \ 
PONE iTI 
MY LAZY 
HUSBAND 
HAS DONE, 
IT f J 7 


X BPRPS * *' \ 
HAVE THEY 
CARfilEP AWAV 
THE RICE 
v AGAJN? y 
































































NO ØMOLAJTHEY ASE 
CAUGHT f SÉE ALL 
OF THEM.THEY SEEM 
VtO BE STUCK. y 


COME, i. ET'S 
PICK UP THE 

v Bi ros. y 


l’LL 

REWARD YOU 
. »P YOU QOU 


REWARD £ 


' PLEASE,^ 
HAVE MERCY 
ONUS AND 
SET US a 
^FREE.^ 


WHAT REWARP 
\ CAM YOU , 

Xgme usj^y 

tf ■*" irS 'j? 


>1 AM THE KlNG OF 
THE SPARROWS- <F 
YOU SET US FREE ANP 
COME TO MY HOUSE 
TOMORRGW, /*LL 
\ GfVE YOU A 
X REWARP. > 


ALL RIGHT, 
l’LL SET YOU 
FREE IN A 
V MOMENT.y 
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atnar c hi fra kuf ha 



BHOLA SET ALL THE BiRQS FREE 


THAWK 

YQU, 

FRiENPS 



THE NEXT MORN!NS 


BRIH& BACK 
SGMETHING 
V USEFUL >J|( s 


X BHOLA, X. 

VOU MlfST \ 
GE T UP EARLY > 
IN THE MOPNING 
AND GO TO HIS HOUSE 
L TO COLLECT THE^ 
SV REWARD. X 


7 PON'T X 
LEAVE THE GIFT 
AWYWHERE ON 
\ THE WAY * • * / 


***ANP X 
DON»T FALL] 
. ASLEER L 
















































' ■ ■ ■ LKr k,JI I M I M I O 2-' N O '-J-l T I j 



OV THE WAV BHOLA PAS SEP &Y H/S PAUGHTER'S HOU&E. 


FATHER.WHY PGN'T 
YOU COME INI AND 
, HAVE SOME R1CE Å 


" HOT MOW, 
PEAR, I HAVE 
WORK 

V TO UO. , 



MY FATHER 
TALKiNG OF 
WORK ! 
WELL, - 
WELL! ) 


■ YE5.1 ^ 

AAUST ask 

FOR A USEFUL 
REWARP. BUT 
WHAT SHALL 


OH! ^ 

WHAT A LARGE 
HÉRP OF CATTLE! 
JF J HAP JUST / 
ONE COW— / 


WHY 

PON'T YOU 
ASK OUR 
KlNlG FOR 
ONE Tj’ 





















































bhqla lookep up 


' IT IS X 
NOON,I 
WONPER HOW 
jV\UCH 

FARTHER"-/ 


NO 

FART HERj 

VIV FRIENP. 


SONAR BAKSA- 
SONAR BAR SÅ¬ 
SOM AR --- 


DOES 

THIS HERP ^@8 
ØELONG TO W 
Hl«? HF WJLL | ( 
GIVE ME ONE / i 
IF 1 ASK / V 
FOR IT ■ S f 


THEN 
ASK FOR 
SONAR 
BARSA. 










































MYSTERYOh THE MlSSl NU GIFTS 





A &HORT WHiLE LATER 


- HERE Y Oil 

—'areiher puh g 

TURNS 1MT0 GOLD 
THE MOMENT IT 
TOUCHÉS THE 
_ GRQUNP, S 


WU.L NEVER 
HAVE TO WORK 
AGAIN. THANK 
YOU, MY 


SOBHOLA LEET FOR HOME 




GOLP 




'NHEN HE STOQO UP 


&HOLA SENT PQVJN TO PtCK THE 
&OLØ. r—l i.: ’ — 


SHE J S ' 
PR0PPIN6 
GOLP ALL THE 
V WAYJ 


i y' ^\jSåÉ 


rifM 


^ FRIENP-^Tj, 



jafL 

Tt -i- 1 - »-TVrf&z. 

f å Mjwfr, 
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amQr cKitra katha 




JUST THEN 


r/ YES, t 

[ PEAR, WrTh 
i A WONDERFUL 
\ COW, Å 


SO FATHER 
YOU HAVE 
RETURWEP. 


SQQN HE WAS TtfCEp 


~ I MUST ' 
REST FOR 
A WHfLE. |'VE 
WORKEP HARP 
V ENOUGH- v 


ANP 

WHAT SETTER 
FLACE TO REST 
than MY OWN 
PAUGHTER’S 
. HOUSE! . 
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MY 5 TERY OP lfHz MISSING GlrTS 



THAT WAS PREUSELy WHAT THE 
CQW PIP AT THAT I/É RY MQMEMT. 


T WHAT’S ' 
WONPERFUL 
ABOLfT IT* 
fatherp poes 
TT PROP GOLDEN 
V PUNG ? jå 




FROM WJHOM 
FATHER? 


THEN &HOLA TOLD HER ALL A&OUT 
THE SPARROW KINO , CT - 


^ NOW PO N 
YOU 5EE 
HOW VALUABLE 
A GIFT 

1. PT iSP ✓ 


IF J TAME THIS 
COW, FAT HER CAIM ^ 
ALWAYS GET ANOTHER 
,__ UKE iT. *._✓ 


AHtTHAT WAS 
A WONPERFUL 
MEAL. I FEEL 
SO DRQWSV. , 


father, you 
MUST HAVE PJNNER 
WJTH LIS. v 


FATHERj \ 

! WHY PON'T \ 
YOU SPEND l 
THE IMIGHT WITH 
US? YOU COULD 
LE AVE EARLY , 
V JN THE / 


HAVE I EVER ^ 
SAIP NO TO SUCW 
AN OFFER ? 


n 




































































Oituir cmra hjjth« 





AFTER ALL WE WlLL 
GEf SOME EVERY 
TIME THE COW 
V PROPS PUNG. 


THANK YOU 
FATHER. 


i AM 

LEAVING NOW 
HERE , TAKE 
ALL THIS 
^ GOLP. 


WHEN BHOLA REACHEP HOME — 


WHAT HAVE YOU BROUSHT 
COULPN'T YOU THtNK OF 
SOMETHINS BETTER p 


THAT NtGHT WHiLE THE INNQCENT 
BHOLA SLEPT”* 

1 ■ y —T 

■ 


--HIS DAU&HTER LED SONAR 
TO HER OWN COWSHED. 


THE FOLLQWtNS 


MORNiNG — 


U 































































MYStCftV OFTHf missing gifts 



IT DROPS 
GOLDEN 
PUNG. , 


' REALLY! \ 

PLEASE PARPON V 
ME FOR WY y 
s HARSH WORPS.// 



BOTH HUSBAND AND W/FE PATiENTLV 




YOU FOOL.WHAT 
HAVE YOU BROUGPT 
HOME-» A COW WHICH 
DROPS GOLDEN 
S PUNG, DID YOU x 
\ SAV T 


PQOR &HOLA W/AS UTTEHl. 


IT PIP*• ■ 

DIP IT PROP 
GOLD WHICH 
TURNED INTO 
DUNG 


13 






























































□ mur truiFU *umu 



- 1 YOU ARE 

A FINE FELLOW, 
CHEATtNS FR1ENPS 
\ LIKE AftE » y 


WHY, WHAT 

happenepp 


FATHER, 

LET METTOOK i 
\ FOR YOU. * \ 

; «y • / ' ' 

' PEAR. PU \ 
COOK FOR 
\ YOU. 


" THE WATER ' 
WiLL TURN 
INTO ANYT H (NO 
YOU WANT TO 
V HAT! > 


ANYTHiNG 
1 WANT TO 
eat; 


WHEN mOLA row HM. THE SPARROW 
OAVE RIM ANOTHER 6tFT t A POT ANP 

A SPOQN . rø- ^ - sr - 

—■ PUT WATER \ 

I 1 J / { IWTO THIS POT ' 
:">% /— :\\ AMD STJR fT , 

’ åa/**\ WtTH TH(S Jf ' 

' spqon . _.A 


BHOLA SET OUT FOR HOME. ON THE WAV 
HE STOPPEP AT H/S PAUSHT£R*S HOUSE 
TO SPENP THE Nt&HT. 


YQU’D SETTER 
SO TO THE 
SPARR0W-KIN6 
ANP ASK FOR 
ANOTHER 


SO 3H0LA WENT &ACK TO THE 
S PARROW-HING. r 

OTTTTOt- 
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.UrSTÉRYOF lur Ml 5 SIN G Gifts 



THE PAUGHTER TOOK !T AS A JOKE. 


THE WATER WAB BR0U6HT. &HOLA PUT 
iT /NTO THE POT ANP STIRRE® /T 




THAT MA6IC 
POT ANP 5POON 
Vi/JLL SOLVE' ALL 
AAY PROBLEMS. 


THAT N/GHT, VJHUJE 3H0LA SLEPT, 
H/S &AUGHTER TOOK THE At AG IC 
OTEHSiLS ANP REPLACEP THEM 
WiTH ORP/MARY ONE S. r — i—ri— s 


YOUR 
PWftlER 
IS REAt^ 


N/MMO BEGAN TO COOK, 


THE N£XT PAY WHEN &HOLA REACHEP 
HOME, HE JOL® A//MMQ ALL A&OUT 

THE POT., ----1- 

=pg t— 1 NOW COOK ME i 

so/vte pal anp roti.X 
Wff K \ l’M TERRIBLV / sfi) I 

Ws'Zi X HimoRY. , 
l ^P/ i’LL 

'vWC øRiwe V- _ ( 

Jmj vwtér //s X Vi 

//Y a\AT owCE^ : t—- 


o WATER, 
TURW IWTO 
PAL ANP 
. ROTI. 
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HERE 
I S YOUR 
LUNCH 





BO PØQR 8MOLA WENT BACK TO THE 
SPARROW-XM& AND TOLD HiM H/5 
TALE OF WOE. - ? -r- 


/" MV FR/ENP, \ 
&OMEONE IS \ 
PLAYIN6 TRICKS / 
S. ON YOU. 




THE SPARROW-MNG ASKED FOR A GOLDEN 
ROFE AND A STICK TO BE BROUGHT. 


HERE.TAKE THESE 
AND 60 HOME . 
THcSt SHOULP 
HELP YOU 
RETRIEVE 
OTHER TWO 



U'LL TAKE 
IT AWAY 
BE FORE HE 
WAK£S UR 


WHEN HE STOPPEP AT HiS DAUGHTER'5 
HOU5E THAT NIGHT — i - 


FATHER PfPN’T TELL 
M,E AWYTHiWG ASOUT l 
THE NEW GIFT. (7 ^ 
7 MUST SE VERY jf* 
Jv-', PREOOUS- r IC; 






























































MYSTFftYQF TH& NUS51MG GIFTS 




—AW CAMB POWN 
ON HER BACK . mm 


»* *ANP CAME POWN ON HER 
HEAD. ittt ?- tT7~7* - 


IT WENT UP, 

WHtRLEP ROUNP 


JUST AS THE ROP O AVE H15 PAUGHTER 
YET ANOTHER RESOUNPING WHACK — 


WHEN tT WENT UP AGA/N 


FATHER! 

CALL OFF 
THÉ STICK! 


IfiWHEW 


i 4? 


'^r" r . ';v 
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amar chitra kat ha 



S PON f T UNDERSTAND' 
WKY HAVE YOU COfLEP J 
THAT ROPE AROUNP#, 
YOUf </f& 


FAT HER! 

CALL IT OFF. 
I’LL RETURN 
ALL THE GIFTS 

v l STOLE! > 


r FATHER! 

IT*S 

COMiNG 

POWN 

'A&AIN! 



THE NEXT MOMENT 





WHAT* YOU ’VE 
COME W1TH A 
VCOW AGAJN^ 


W WOMAN, IT ^ 
IS VE RY PlFFlCULT 
TO PLEASE YOU, 


FATHER/' 
I’VE LEAR NT 
MY LESSON 
l’LL RETURN 
THE GIFTS. A 


'NHEN THE PAUGHTER 
CQNFESSEP TO HER PEEPS —• 


sojn^N 

ONCE 


YES.A 

BEATJNG 


O FAT HER, 
YOU ARE SO: 
INNOCENT, 
l’M ASHAWED 
MYSELF, 


THEN BHOLA RETURNEP HOME YHTH AU THE&ETS . 


BHOLA me WROm. WHEN NiMMO founp out how 
GOOP THE GlETS WERE, SHE WAS tNPEEP PLEA5EP. 
SHE NEVER AGAtN TAUNTEP HER HUSBANK 


WHAT GIFTS 
YOU MEAN*' 
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WYSTEfiV Of THÆ MiSSIXG GIFTS 



THE SOUNP OF MUStC 


A \NANPERIN6 SANYASt ONCE CAfAE 
TO THE VtLIAGE QF RAG/HALU . 


WHEN HE STOPPEP AT THE HOU$E OF THE 
RlCHEST MAN IN THE VfLLAGE TO &E6 FOR 
ALMS 


; YOU WAMT FOOV 6 LIT 
T\ PON’T WANT TO WORK 

Afor itj i know 
AA^your type, AA 


"-ywp WENT STRAtSHT TO f IS IT 
THE HUT OF THE POOREST FOOP YOU 
MAN IN THE VtLLAGE. c ~ I WAWT?THEN 

3T3T? - '—, V ptease come 

SIR. S 


THE SANYASt LE FT 
WSTHOUT UTTERtNG 
A WORP-- 


THiS MAN HAPPENEP TO BE 
THE RtCH MAN*S BROT HER. 





























































































uimj] UMU u kmtmCL 



&UT HE CHEERFUUY GAVE THE GfiNYfiS! WHftf 
UTTLE HE HAP, ANP W£N7 HUNGRY HMSELF . 


LAT ER 


THAT NAS THE \ 
MOST PELICIOUS 
MEAL I HAVE EVER 
EATEN.I WANT 
V TO HELP YOU. / 


TAKE THIS FLUTE ANP 
PLA7 IT IN YQUR FIELP, 
YOU wjll SOON REAP 
\A RICH HARVEST ,A 


THANK YOU : 
V SIR, y 


I HAVE THE 
FLUTE, BUT I 
PONT HAVE 
PAPPY TO 
L. SOW . 


50 BAPA TAMMA , AS THE POOR MAN 
WAS KNOWN, WENT TO H/G &R.OTHER, 


ALL RIGHT, l’LL GIVE 
IT TO Y0U.8UT YOU 
MUST GIVE ME 
NINE-TENTHS OF 
YOUR HARVEST 
IN RETURN. 


ANNA*,COULP 
YOU PLEASE 
GIVE MÉ A 
SACK OF i 
\PAPPY f / 


AS T 
YOU SAV, 
ANNA.y 


A A/A/A MFANG F/ DFF F&fYTUFE* Ml m a AfhtA r>A 















































































































MYSTEBY OF THE MISSING GIFVS 








with 

PLEASLtRE 
, ANNA . 


' WHAT 

ARE you 
v POiNG?, 


^l’yVi T~ 
f PLAYN6 ^ 
THE FLUTE 
ANNA. 


m S TIME TO SOW y ALL THE 

IN THE/R F/ELPS. 50 
HE PLOUGHEP HIS F!ELl 


THEN t PAY APTER PAY, HE SAT tN 
THE FtELP ANP PlAYEP THE 
FLUTE FROM PAWN TO PU$K. 


BUT THE R!CH BROTHER )N FOR A 

SURPRISE. A FEW PAYS LATER WHEN 
HE CAME THAT WAY AGAiN - 


WHEN BAPA TAMMA TOLD HtM ABOUT 
THE AAAGSCAL POWER OF THE FLUTE — 


BARA TAWAA 
U LE NR 
YQUR FLUTE 


WILL 


ONE PAY HtS BROTHER 
HAPPENEP TO PASS BY. 


^WHY HERE OF ALL 
PLACESP YOUR 
CROP5 ARE NOT 
SOIN6 TO 6R0W 
vANV THE FASTER 
FOR ITJ 







































































armlr cnfiru kvie nu 




/THAT H£AP— ' 
[ ØNE-TENTH OF 
WHAT YOU 6REW 
v IS YOURS. 


i ALL RIGHT! J WILL L 
SOW MY SHARE ANP 
RAISE ANOTHER CROP 
WIThf THE HELP OF MY 1 
f FLUTE *** AH JMY / 
FLUTE* JAj 


/Vo YOUR BROTHERS HOUSE, 
REMEMBER YOUR PROMISE 
V NINE-TENTHS OF YOUR 
\ HARVEST WOUU? > 


A FEW PAYS LA JER — 


BARA TAM MA WENT TO HIS BROTHERS 
HOUBE . 


FLUTE* I 
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/ HERE VOU AfiEj\ 
ANJ? PON'T COWE 
iOME A6A1N FOR 
\ FLUTE OR y 
PAPPY. X> 


X 1 WON*T, ' 
ANHAJ WON’T 
TROUBLE YOU 
V AT ALL. > 


BAM TAMMA SOWf-P THE 5EEPS- 




*■ ’ANP BEGAN TO PLAT THE FLUTE . 


AH JMY BROTHER 
h MUST HAVE ©VEN 
ME ANOTHER FLUTE 1 
BY MlSTAKE.i'LL 
60 BACK TO HIM. 



r WJItTTHlS FLUTE, 
i C AN RAiSEr MORE 
JO CROF&jANP EARN 
V .A/WftE M0NPY.1 


ANNA i 




























































kJiinxd \r 



ANNA, YOU 
HAVE 6IVEN ME 
ANOTHER flute 
X by mfstake. > 


ANNA! 


EHp Y 
YOUj 3 PJPN'T 
I TELL YOU 
NOT TO 
CQME-V 


THAT IS 
THE FLUTE YOU 
V LENT ME I J 


T please ' 

GIVE ME THE 
ONE f LENT 
V YOU * y 


BUT 

ANNA 


POOR BAPA TAMMÅ WBNT AWAV 
PEJECTSP, i- 7 ---- 


AWAY WITH 
YOU.ØEFORE 


■ VM CERTAIN 
THAT ANNA IS 
I LYING.BUT**■ 























































MrSTEflY 01 1 Hi -MISSING GIFTS 





m 

AFRAIP 
NOT 



FOR THAT YOU /VtUST 6ET 
BACK THE FLUTE. WHY C>ON*t 
60 TO THE PANCHAYAT* 
ANP LOPGE A 
COMPLAINT 
YOU« 


V/ILAGF cnitPT 
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T0 HEAR &APA TAMMA’S CQMPLAMT, THE PANCHAVA7 MET UNPER A BANYAN TREE 


VW-, 


dinar c hit™ kat ha 


YES, WHY PIPN’T 
THINK OF rtpTHE 

panchayat vwll 

CERTAINLY HELP 


BAPA TAMMA TOLP HB TALE OF WOEJHEft- 






















































MYSTEHY OF Trit MISSING GIFTS 


AS Y OU ALL KNOW, I POH *T NEEP 
A FLUTE TO RAISE CROPS ANP 
t BECOAAE R1CH. 1 HAVE PLENTY 
Vw OF MONEY. 


\ HE IS Rl&HT.^ 
t WHYSHOULPA 
RICH MAN LtKE HIM 
PUPE ANYONEp 


YES-” YES, 
JEALOUSY IS 
THE MOTHER OF 
ALL EVJL. ' 


/ MY BROT HER IS 
( JÉALOUS OF ME . 
i THAT'S WHY HE HAS 
\ BROUGHT THIS false 
Vharge asajnst 

ME. ^ 


I AM ASHAMEP N 
OF YOU. IF GRAIN 
IS WHAT YOU WAHTj 
J CAM GIVE YOU 
ALL YOU NEEP / 
ANP MORE * X 




YOU SHALL BE FINEP FOR BRING ING 
A FALSE COMPiAINt A&AINST A . 
RESPECTABLE MAN, A MAN 
\^pF HONOUR*** 
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flmar chifra kothn 



BAPA TAM MA SHQOK W/TH ANGER. 


/ P PON J T 
EXPECT 
JUSTICE 
FROM YOU, 
YOU *** , 

K YQU-- \ 


NO! HB IS NOT AW HONEST \ 
iVLAM. ALL OF YOU AJ?E OM J 
. StPE BFCAUSeA 

,/j HE IS RfCH ANP ÅJ 
i ///fik I AM POOR. JgPQ, 


WATCH 
YOUR 
WQRPS 



ANP BAPA TAMMA &ROUGHT THE 
STICK POWAI ON THE ORUM . i- 


THE NEXT MiNUTEt ALL THE 
EL PERS WERE PULLEP TO 
THEIP FEET. i- -- - 


THEIR FEET BEGAN TO KEEP TIME 


AS BAPA TAMMA 
BEGAN TO BEAT 
THE PRUAA **- 




























































MYS1 ERY Of f hf MISSING Gir I 3 



ØAPA TAMMA WAB NOT EVEN AWARE 
OF THEIR PUGHT. HE KEPT ON BEAT/NG 
THE Pf?UM. THE FASTER HE BEAT* THE 
FASTER THE IR FEET WORKEP. ~ ~ 


NO! 

NO!MiY 

JOINTS, 


oh m 

BACK! 


- -- BUT WERE JERKEP 
TO THE/R FEET A&AIN" 


THEY TR/EP TO SIT 


»-ANP WERE 
FORCER TO 
PANCE TO 
THE BEAT OF 
THE URim. 


f AfiMfT MY 
GU ILT! A 

L stor Jr 


























































amiTr chifro Lothn 



SUPPEN LY, BAPA TAMMA STOPPEP, 


i WILL RETURN YD UR FLUTE 
STOP BEATUfG THE y 

Xprum. please ; . 


OH GGPf 
WHAT A 
.RELIEF* 


AT LAST HE 
HAS STOPFER, 



BAPA TAM AA A GOT BACK HtS FLUTE' 


WELL. FRIENP, 
I AfA 8ACK—> 


f »**FOR N, 
THE FLUTE ? 

















































Whal are 
Dipy's jams 
made of ? 


Strawberriesjrom Panchgan 
Mangoes from Ratnagir 
Allahabad guavas. Tnchur pineapples 
Papayas from Daham 
and Jalgaon hananas. All pickec 
for the sun-blessed goodness c 
Dipy's Mixed Fruit Jaro 


When its Dipys, it's got to be the best 


Di py s Ja ins: Apricot, Man go. Mixed Fru i 
Pineappie r Raspberry, Strawtoerry, Orang 
Mfermaiade and Guava Jelli 


jams — a fruit-fuil experience. 




